
Collingbourne Cricket Club – Youth Officer: Owen Sheppard - 2021 Season Report 

The Start of the Season 

We started the season not knowing what sort of player numbers we would have. Having 
missed all of the 2020 season as well as the usual indoor practices we took a punt on similar 
players from the 2019 season and entered teams into the Wiltshire Youth Leagues for Under 
11 ECB Hard Ball Central division and Under 13 T20 South League. When April arrived, we 
had a better idea of numbers having committed to the leagues and although we appeared 
to have enough for the minimum 8 a side ECB Hard ball Under 11 games, it looked like we 
would struggle to fill the Under 13 matches. With that came the idea of joining up with 3 
other local clubs (Wilcot, Marlborough and Avebury) and forming the “Wessex Warriors”. 
The idea of this was to pool the players from the clubs together to ensure each club could 
meet its fixtures and not let other teams down. For Collingbourne this was the only way we 
were going to keep the Under 13s going for the season. 

The Season 

We ran our weekly practice evenings as usual which seemed to go well. Some players also 
attended practice at other Wessex Warriors clubs. 

Under 11s 

The season for the Under 11s went well. With the exception of 1 game, we put a team out 
for each game. With 13 games scheduled, 4 cancelled, 6 lost and 3 won with the team 
finishing 6th in the league. We knocked up wins against Burbage, Marlborough and Calne 
with excellent individual performances throughout the season from all players. A few to 
highlight were individual scores of 26 for Henry Knowlson against Burbage and 29 for Tom 
Hibberd against Avebury whilst Henry also took the best individual bowling figures against 
Avebury of 4 for 23.  

Under 13s 

The under 13s was more of a balancing act for numbers however the addition of using 
between 2 to 5 players from the wider Wessex teams really helped both fill the numbers 
and, on some occasions, push for close results. With 7 fixtures planned, 1 was cancelled, 2 
won and 4 lost with the team finishing 4th in the league. Wins against Heytesbury and Sutton 
Veny and against Wilcot plus very close defeats to Potterne and Winterbourne. High scores 
of 30 from Charlie Amison and 21 from Captain Ollie Knowlson plus 3 for 5 against 
Heytesbury. William Silcocks also worth mentioning as the League’s leading wicket taking 8 
mainly thanks to a performance of 5 for 7 against Potterne. 

The Future – Youth 

What does the future hold? Unfortunately, as I had announced in the 2020 Youth Report, it 
is time for me to relinquish my role as Youth officer for Collingbourne CC. It has been an 
honour to see what was started 10 years ago to be the success that it has and I’m very 
proud of how many youth players have come through the club in that time. As the Chairman 
John Baxter stated at the end of season presentation evening, Youth cricket will remain at 



Collingbourne CC. It may be in a largely reduced capacity to start with and maybe only at 
one manageable age group, but it will remain, and we will continue to work to bring young 
people through the game. 

The Future – Beyond Youth 

Another success story from the 2020 season is the formation of the Development XI. This 
has seen 12 Under 13s to Under 16s take part in Senior Cricket Matches, some for the very 
first time. By playing alongside older players but with their friends too in an equal split side 
it is felt this is the best way for the youth players of the club to progress. Already we are 
seeing this ahead of the 2021 season with the inclusion of 8 under 16s in the indoor league 
created for this winter and with fixtures being arranged, the plan is to have at least 10 to 12 
fixtures for them to feature in and start to push into the senior teams from there. 

Additional 

As an additional note, the youth players from this season can be very proud of themselves. 2 
have represented the ladies’ team, 2 the men’s team, 7 the Development side, 4 for the 
wider Wessex Warriors, 1 for Wiltshire County with 2 having Trials for Wiltshire County to 
hopefully get on the winter practice schedule. There have been incredible performances and 
improvements, from the newcomers of Angelo, Jaiden, Josh and Jayden to excellent bowling 
from Dom, Eleanor and George. Improved batting from Claudie, Javen and Tom Hibberd, not 
to mention Tom’s ever-improving wicket Keeping. Excellent all-round improvements in 
every aspect by Ollie Greenhill and Bobby all well led by Henry and Ollie Knowlson. I really 
hope the club can continue to support you all and that you continue to move up and 
through the varying ranks of Collingbourne Cricket Club. 

And Finally 

You cannot do a report without the final thank you’s. Thank you to Jim, Tom, Steve and Tim 
for preparing the wickets, without those we wouldn’t be able to play. Thank you to the 
Committee for supporting us and pretty much letting us do whatever we want and need 
without asking to many questions. Thank you to the players for giving it your all and always 
trying to improve and to all who have helped at games and practices, without that the job is 
a lot harder. Lastly, thank you to the parents. If you didn’t make the time, drive the players 
around, confirm availability, turn up to games and practice, then nothing would happen. I 
appreciate that the future right now is not ideal but if you can keep doing that it will 
become a whole lot easier. 


