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It is not my position to comment about the various aspects of the club and the 
performances during 2021 as they will all be reported on by the individual officers. 
However, it is my place to point out to everyone connected with Collingbourne Cricket Club 
that we have been extraordinarily fortunate to have such an excellent group of people 
involved with the club on the committee and without out whom the club would have 
folded. 
 
We are in a very healthy position as far as our finances are concerned. Thanks to the sterling 
work of Karen Reed. The innovation of introducing card payments for subs and match fees 
has been an unqualified success.  
 
The groundwork has been led by Jim Sperry with a small group of lieutenants. The square is 
as good as any other square of a club of comparable size to us. Jim has overseen the 
maintenance of the club equipment and recommended upgrades and improvements when 
necessary. The final two Saturdays when the ground was made ready for the winter, 
although sparsely attended, were successful in that the work was done, and I believe we are 
in good shape for 2022. 
 
The number of events this year has understandably been much reduced as a result of the 
ongoing pandemic. However, the two presentation evenings that were held at the end of 
the season were a great success and thanks are due to all who were involved in setting 
those up. I do know that there are some excellent plans for social events next season. 
 
Dave Malley has been involved in the sponsorship programme again and because of the 
success of this we are still one of the cheapest, if not the cheapest, club in the area to play 
for in terms of what we ask by way of annual sub and match fees.  
 
Luke Sperry has been raising our profile through social media and certainly we should be 
building on this and broadening our reach during 2022.  
 
Darryl Jones has been our Welfare Officer and has been instrumental in making sure that we 
adhere to the guidelines regarding the welfare of our youth players. In the age of welcoming 
players from all ages and genders then this is a role that is crucial. Our thanks to Daryl for 
what he has achieved.  
 
Sadly, we are losing Owen Sheppard in his role as Youth Officer but not in his other positions 
as Fixture Secretary and as skipper of the mid-week development side. Shoes as large as 
Owen’s are difficult to fill. The club is massively grateful for the work he has carried out in 
the running of the youth section, and we are in negotiation with some people as to how we 
can continue next season. 
 
On the field thanks are due to all the skippers of the men’s and ladies’ teams. Results in the 
senior men’s teams were disappointing but the games were played in excellent spirit. Much 
of the credit for the maintenance of that spirit must go to the captains, Karl Gingell and Tom 



Gailey. Until you have captained a team week in week out you don’t fully understand just 
what a demanding job it can become. A great initiative this season was the development 
side, which played its games in mid-week. This team, made up of the stronger youth players 
and experienced senior players, must be encouraged for it is providing a steppingstone for 
those younger players to develop their skills so that they can come into the senior weekend 
teams with confidence. Owen Sheppard led this team with distinction in its inaugural 
season. 
 
We also had our first Ladies’ captain in Jane Nuttall. Sadly, there weren’t many 
opportunities for the Ladies this year but Jane was very much a driving force and set a 
wonderful example. 
 
I would also like to thank Humphrey Sheppard, Club President, for the excellent support he 
has given me over the year. 
 
It is now four years since I became chairman in what I said would be a three-year tenancy. If 
asked to stand again then I must state now that this will definitely be my final year. I believe 
strongly that the chair of the cricket club should be someone much more local to 
Collingbourne than I am and much younger. 
 
John Baxter 
November 2021 
 
 
  


